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News from WABCG                                 DECEMBER 2022
Editorial 

How I regret not having been with you during our recent 

meeting in London! I know how much we all value family 

and the importance of this. I needed to put my family first 

at this particular time. Thank you for understanding my de-

cision. Jill and I appreciate your support. 

After two years of virtual meetings, I 

realize when I see the number of par-

ticipants, that we all needed to see 

each other! With more than 85 par-

ticipants, from 22 different countries, 

sharing views on innovation and cli-

mate changes, WABCG once again 

showed its capacity to make the voice of growers around 

the world heard. 

I sincerely thank our Vice-President from Mexico, Carlos 

Blackaller, for chairing those two days perfectly, and José 

Orive from ISO, for co-chairing our conference.  

I am particularly pleased with our Final Statement, which 

underlines the rise in production costs all around the world 

and the importance of continuing to encourage sugar beet 

and sugarcane production efforts to mitigate the effects of 

climate change thanks to innovation and diversification of 

outlets. 

I am also very happy about the new service WABCG will 

provide next year, encouraging exchanges between grow-

ers around the world through internship of students. This 

will add strength to the family spirit that reigns amongst us. 

So now I look forward to seeing you all in Colombia next 

June, at the kind invitation of Procaña! 

 

 
David THOMPSON, President  

WABCG 
 
 

News from WABCG:  
To be retained from London 
The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers, which counts 36 cane 
and beet growers’ associations from 34 countries, met in London on 221st 
November 2022, and concluded its work with the following final state-
ment. 
 
“Sugar beet and sugarcane growers dedicated their work-
ing day to innovation and climate change. Climate change 
is a reality for farmers, increasing the uncertainty of yields 
and bringing new agronomical issues. Farmers are im-
pacted by climate change in their everyday life; they are 
also part of the solution to mitigate it. Strategic guidance, 
based on new technologies and technical support, de-
signed by growers’ associations, in dialogue with govern-
ments, technical institutes and civil society must be the pri-
ority. Innovative technologies and data management are to 
be adopted and promoted as services for farmers to make 
better planning and being more cost efficient. 
 
They expressed their unanimous concern about the histor-
ical level of fertilizer and fuel costs on the farm. This situa-
tion implies unprecedented financial efforts by sugar beet 
and sugarcane growers which amplify the harmful effects 
in the event of yield accidents, knowing that they have in-
creased dramatically over the past years. This situation can 
only be balanced by allowing farmers to expect increased 
margins on the crops to come. Observing the rise in sugar 
and ethanol prices, they thus insist on the fact that sugar 
beet and cane prices must follow the same pattern, in or-
der to expect a stabilisation in acreage at world level. 
Knowing the low availability of fertilizers, they already un-
derline the risk in terms of yield that is facing the world, 
which could have huge implications in terms of food suffi-
ciency. 
 
In response to the energy crisis currently facing the world, 
sugar beet and sugarcane growers underline that their 
crops are amongst those which offer the best ratios in 
terms of diversification potential. In addition to sugar, 
sugar beet and sugarcane and their coproducts can pro-
duce ethanol, electricity and biogas. Every effort must be 
made to find new outlets for this production to enhance 
added value throughout the production chain. Initiatives 
linked to green chemistry such as bioethanol, bioplastics, 
biogas and cogeneration should be encouraged and sup-
ported by the sector, industry and governments.”  
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News from Belgium 
In the middle of Europe, where after the battle of Wa-
terloo in 1815 and the revolution for independence 
against Dutch domination in 1830, the European pow-
ers (England, France and Prussia) decided to accept 
the creation of a neutral zone to avoid further blood-
baths (wishful thinking !), you’ll find a small and 
strange Country called Belgium.  
 

The Lion’s 
mound on 
the site of 

the battle of 
Waterloo, 

surrounded 
by a nice 
field of 

sugar beets 

 
Artificially created by putting together two regions 
and two cultures that everything separated, starting 
with the Latin origin of the south and the German one 
of the North (it seems that the limit of the European 
empire corresponds exactly with the actual “language 
border” that cuts the Country from west to East), Bel-
gium is existing today as a surrealistic entity that tries 
to keep its unity and to confirm its motto: “unity is 
strength”, or in the 3 national languages: French 
“L’union fait la force”, Dutch “Eendracht maakt 
kracht” and German “Einigkeit ist stärke”  
Because yes, we have 3 national languages, which few 
people outside Belgium know: on the 11 million in-
habitants, a small but well protected German commu-
nity of 70.000 people are German from mother lan-
guage.  Besides this, approx. 6,5 Million people are liv-
ing in north Flemish region, 3,5 million in the south 
Walloon region, and approx. 1,2 million are inhabit-
ants of the Region Brussels-Capital. Brussels-Capital, 
what’s that?  Yes, we had to create a separate region 
for Brussels, because historically Brussels is located in 
Flanders but… inhabited by a majority of French 
speaking people! 
As democracy means giving to each individual the 
same rights, 3 territorial governments and 3 language 
communities had to be created. With our sense of de-
rision, we call it the Belgian institutional lasagne!  
Nevertheless, this is probably the price to pay to live 
in (perfect) harmony on a tight territory where the 
population density is around 380 inhabitants per 
square kilometre… (for comparison: Germany 230, 
France 105, China 138, USA 35). Going from North to 

South you’ll drive 300 km to get out of the Country, 
and only 150 km when you cross it from east to west. 
 
Sugar beets are actually cultivated on an acreage of 
+/- 55.000 hectares, mostly on the wide löss soil strip 
coming from the Ruhr area in Germany and going 
through the North of France to Paris. Some less deep 
soils areas in the south, some sandy soils areas in Flan-

ders and some heavy polder soils (along 
the North sea and the Dutch border) are 
also concerned. 
We have a maritime climate very compa-
rable to the North of France or the south 
of the Netherlands or the Ruhr area in 
Germany, with luckily an average of 850 

litter of rain per year. But like everywhere, we experi-
ence a decrease in rainfall with a different distribu-
tion, and an increase of the temperatures. Early 
springs are becoming common 
(with sugar beet drilling in 
March), drier and hotter sum-
mers as well, and nice mild au-
tumns. But the season that will in-
fluence the most the sugar beet 
(and its yields) in the future is 
probably the winter, with less 
cold temperatures and fewer 
frost days than in the past. Ideal 
for pests and diseases to over-
come winters with few losses!  
Aphids and viruses, bacteria’s, 
fungi, insect’s populations get 
gradually out of control, and on 
the other side our technical solutions get gradually 
banned… without real alternatives being offered. 
The ban of neonicotinoids in Europe has been partly 
countered the 3 last years by an emergency authori-
zation, accompanied unfortunately of extreme tech-
nical constraints on the next crops of the rotation (i.e. 
waiting time of 6 years before sowing a flowering 
crop…). NNI acreage has been therefore very limited 
(max 25%). But for 2023, NNI’s are definitely out. 
Aphids and yellow viruses’ pressure is not as high as 
in some other European regions, and we think that we 
can manage to control them with full spraying, but… 
as long as insecticides are authorized. Only one prod-
uct is registered for 1 treatment, but the last years, 
treatment thresholds have been reached up to 4 
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times between mid-April and mid-June… The sector 
applies each year for emergency derogations for two 
other products, but we really play with fire.  Less tech-
nical solutions and even dead end’s create big varia-
tions of yields and increases the risk of an insufficient 
financial balance! 
  
Although the very ac-
ceptable average sugar 
yields in the Country 
(around 13,5 tonnes on a 
5-years average), the 
sugar beet cultivation is at 
the crossroad in Belgium! 
Unlike in many regions 
where sugar beet is culti-
vated, competition crops 
like potatoes (for chips 
and fries) and industrial 
(frozen) vegetables are 
making life of sugar facto-
ries difficult to gather suf-
ficient acreage, certainly 
since the end of the Euro-
pean quotas and the crash 
of the sugar prices on the 
world market.  
Keep in mind that Belgium 
is the biggest vegetable processor country in Europe, 
and the first potato products exporter in the world… 
and they all need raw material! In other words, beet 
is by far not the only main crop beside cereals, and 
sugar factories have to offer interesting prices and 
gross margins to convince farmers to keep on with 
sugar beet. 
After 5 difficult years, the sector can finally breathe 
with the sugar prices announced for harvests 2022 
and 2023. We deserve it, because we had to face red 
numbers for 4 years, even with the yield level we 
have.  
 
2 sugar companies are active in Belgium, the German 
Südzucker (which holds the well-known “Raffinerie 
Tirlemontoise”), and the family owned Iscal company. 
Let’s say 39.000 ha and two factories for the first and 
16000 ha and 1 factory for the second. Growers are 
organised in unions per factory, each time with a 
French- and a Dutch-speaking section. And nationally, 

the CBB (Confederation of Belgian Beet growers) 
brings everyone together and manages the grower’s 
cooperatives that possess shares (a very small minor-
ity) of the sugar factories.  
The principle of these participation in the capital of 
the factories is that each grower has invested an 
amount (between 8 € and 14 €) per ton beet that he 

wants to deliver to his fac-
tory. Having that, he is 
guaranteed to get each 
year a basis contract of 
this number of tonnes.  
 
On the other hand, he 
commits also to deliver 
these tonnes. The factory 
on her side, is guaranteed 
to get these tonnes, and 
in return commits itself 
not to buy beets from 
famers who haven’t par-
ticipated into the coopera-
tive.  This may be seen as 
a win-win deal for each 
partner, and it certainly 
contributes to the stability 
of the beet acreage. 
 

I arrived at the CBB as General-secretary six month 
ago, after a long carrier in a seed company and as a 
farmer. I’ve already met a lot of fantastic people ded-
icated and passionate by this great crop, and it moti-
vates me to contribute to the challenges of tomor-
row!  

Bruno De Wulf, CEO  
Confédération des Betteraviers Belges (CBB), Belgium 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most harvesters are self-propelled machines from German made, but this kind of 2 
phases combination is still very popular. 
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News from Southern Germany 
The 2022/23 campaign has been running in all 
Suedzucker sugar factories in Germany since Septem-

ber 26, 2022. Beet pro-
cessing in the very North 
and South of our catchment 
area started around Sep-
tember 6th. The main rea-
sons for the unusually long 
delays in starting the facto-
ries this year were the sig-
nificant differences in yields 
in the individual factory ar-
eas, special challenges in 

sugar and beet logistics and, above all, efforts to en-
sure a largely secure energy supply for the factories. 
Campaign started first dry, then became wet 
From a purely agricultural point of view, a somewhat 
later start to the campaign would have been prefera-
ble here and there. But as is so often the case with 
contract beet cultivation, a compromise had to be 
found that takes into account the interests of every-
one involved. 
It can be assumed that the early delivery premium will 
cover the lost yield and crop losses. This is because 
their design within the framework of the southern 
German beet payment system should have two bene-
ficial effects this year: on the one hand, the premium 
will be increased retrospectively if the observed in-
crease in yield was greater than assumed in the scale. 
On the other hand, the daily rates of the southern 
German early delivery bonus are not defined in abso-
lute amounts, i.e. in Euro per ton, but in relative sur-
charges on the beet price. The expected significantly 
higher price level for sugar beet for the 2022 harvest 
will therefore automatically affect the premium. In 
addition, to mitigate the effects of the early start of 
the harvest, Südzucker has also promised a staggered 
"digging bonus" for early beet deliveries. 
Energy supply of the factories 
Because of the war in Ukraine, energy costs in agricul-
ture and the sugar industry have risen enormously. In 
particular, the price of natural gas - the most common 
energy source in EU sugar factories - has increased 
tenfold since the summer of 2021.  
Price peaks caused by speculation have not even been 
taken into account here. This also has a direct impact 

on the production of nitrogen fertilizer, which has al-
most quintupled in price and, almost more im-
portantly, is not sufficiently available. 
Looking for alternative fuels 
In the sugar factories, practically all long-term invest-
ment projects aimed at further switching the energy 
base from coal and oil to natural gas have been halted 
for the time being. Precautionary short-term conver-
sion measures in order to be able to use alternative 
fuels such as light heating oil or heavy oil were carried 
out in the factories wherever possible. 
In some plants, the conversions have to be finalized 
during the current campaign because the necessary 
components can only be obtained with a certain wait-
ing time. This is likely to result in temporary perfor-
mance degradations. However, this should only pro-
long the campaigns insignificantly, which appears to 
be the lesser evil compared to a forced processing 
stop due to a lack of energy. 
Long-term challenges 
Beyond this year's campaign, the new geopolitical sit-
uation poses major challenges for those involved in 
the European sugar industry. Finding viable solutions 
for this and implementing them is a Herculean task 
that must be tackled without hesitation. 
  

Fred Zeller, Executive Director 
Verband Süddeutscher Zuckerrübenanbauer (VSZ)  

Germany 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Save the dates! 
 

WABCG Council 2023 
13-16 June 2023 
Cali, Colombia 

 
WABCG/ISO Consultation 

20 November 2023 
London, United Kingdom 

 
 


