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Editorial

It is a pleasure for me to write my first Edito, since you
did me the honour of electing me as WABCG President for the next three years! I sincerely thank you all
for this!
We know each
other well, but
Covid has prevented us from
meeting over the
last 2 years: some
newcomers
to
WABCG may only
have seen me “virtually”!
So, allow me to introduce myself. I
am a third generation beet farmer: I
run my farm with
my brother and my
eldest son, 80 miles
north of Fargo (North Dakota). We grow sugarbeet,
soybeans and spring wheat on 2,400 acres (970 ha). I
am 61, married to Jill, who you know well as she has
always accompanied me during the last WABCG
meetings, and we have 2 sons: Neil, 29, who run the
farm with me, and Kyle, 26 who is a High-School Math
teacher.
I would like to warmly congratulate my friend Eduardo Romão, who has passed me the torch of WABCG
Presidency. He has done a fantastic job, and I will keep
in mind the sentence he received from the previous
President, Jean-Pierre Dubray: “Run WABCG like you
run your family”. I will do my best to do so, and I already thank my Vice-Presidents, Carlos, Eduardo and
Guillaume, and all the members of the Executive
Board, for the help they will give me to accomplish
this.
Let me conclude by thanking you once again, and I
look forward to seeing you all in London in November.
David THOMPSON, President
WABCG

News from WABCG:
To be retained from ‘Virtual Fargo’
The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers, which counts 36 cane
and beet growers’ associations from 34 countries, met by video conference
on 27th June 2022, and concluded its work with election of the Board 20222025, and the following final statement.

Growers expressed their unanimous concern
about the unprecedented rise in fertilizer and
fuel costs at farm level. Although growers welcomed the rise in sugar and ethanol prices, they
underlined the fact that, if sugar beet and cane
prices did not follow the same pattern, the risk in
terms of acreage and yield could have huge implications at world level, in terms of food sufficiency.
During this meeting, members of WABCG unanimously elected a new Executive Board, of which
David Thompson, beet grower from USA, was
elected President to lead the World Association
from 2022 to 2025:
President
Vice-Presidents

Cane representatives
(& substitute)

Beet representatives
(& substitute)

David THOMPSON (USA)
Eduardo ROMÃO (Brazil)
Carlos BLACKALLER (Mexico)
Guillaume GANDON (France)
Martha BETANCOURT (Colombia)
Graeme STAINBANK (South Africa)
Clovis Ernest BONY (Côte d’Ivoire)
Paul SCHEMBRI (Australia)
Frighton NJOLOMOLE (Malawi)
José MAYORGA SIRERA (Nicaragua)
Ulf WEGENER (Germany)
Dirk de LUGT (Netherlands)
Markus SCHOEBERL (Austria)
Hideo MURAKI (Japan)
Ramazan ERKOYUNCU (Turkey)
Jacob BENNET (Sweden)

The renewed Board is committed to pursuing the
work carried out by WABCG in order to:
 Underline the importance of recognized,
united, financially independent sugar
beet/cane growers’ associations, committed
to support independent growers in the sugar
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supply chain, and allowing them to be considered as valuable partners by the industry in
charge of processing the beet/cane that they
supply.
Maintain the importance of clear and fair
sharing of the value of the products derived
from beet and cane (sugar, bagasse and pulp,
molasses and even energy and electricity production) between growers and factories. This
is the first robust risk management tool,
amongst others to be developed within the
industry and partners from government and
insurance, to mitigate the effect of price volatility on the necessary cohesion between
growers and factories.
Promote the diversification of outlets from
cane and beet processing. In addition to
sugar, ethanol, electricity or biogas production, cane and beet have exceptional diversification potential. Every effort must be made
to find new outlets for this production to enhance added value throughout the production chain. Initiatives linked to green chemistry such as bioethanol, bioplastics and biogas
should be encouraged and supported by the
sector, industry and governments.
Recall the implication of growers towards
civil society, in favour of sustainability, and to
fight climate change. This can be achieved
through sufficient technical support, designed by their growers’ associations, in dialogue with governments, technical institutes
and civil society.

Regarding all these points, WABCG considers
that sharing ideas and techniques is part of the
solution. This emphasizes the importance of international meetings for farmers; dialogue is indispensable to take up challenges in a world
where this virtue seems to be disappearing.

Newly published

How is the value of products derived from
sugar beet and sugar cane shared between
growers and factories throughout the
world?
Click here!

Next meetings
WABCG/ISO Consultation
21 November
London, UK
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News from Romania

News from Belize

In spite of the dry condition on winter 2021/2022 and
beginning of the year, after seeding, some rain which
appeared help the emergence of beets and further
pretty good development of the plants. From middle
of May until the end of June, another period of
draught endangered the good development of the
beets, so we need substantial rain in the following period
Sugar industry suffers in the moment due to the closing activity of Tereos sugar factory which together
with the acreage reduction in Agrana region lead to
drastically reduction of sugar beet hectares with more
then 50 %. This was as well due to the high competition of cereals price.
Hopefully a light of the end of the tunnel came from
the willing of the Government to purchase the factory
Ludus from Tereos who gave hope for the year 2023
for this sugar factory to come back on activity.
Being a deficit country of white sugar, the good price
of sugar in the last period encourages the industry and
farmers to come back mostly to the acreage from the
last years which lead to a continuously activity of
sugar industry in the future.
Mihai Dimitriu, CEO
Federaţia Cultivatorilor de Sfeclă de Zahăr din România (FCSZR),
Romania

The 2021/2022 sugar cane crop started on December
27, 2021 but was immediately interrupted for four
days. During this period cane farmers did not deliver
any cane to the manufacturer, Belize Sugar Industries
Ltd. (BSI), owned by American
Sugar Refining (ASR) of the USA.
This interruption arose out of a
stalemate reached in negotiations between the Belize Sugar
Cane Farmers Association
(BSCFA) and BSI/ASR for a new
commercial agreement. The
then commercial agreement
was scheduled to expire on January 19, 2022. The BSCFA,
which represents 3,342 cane farmers of the total
number of 5,016 registered cane farmers that deliver
cane to the mill, had submitted five proposals for negotiations. These proposals relate to the formula for
the calculation of cane price paid to cane farmers; the
method in which this payment is being made; the formula for the payment of bagasse that is used to generate electricity that is sold to the national grid; the
daily sugar cane milling rate of the factory; and the
period of the agreement.
BSI/ASR’s refusal to negotiate any of these proposals
and sign an interim agreement to allow for BSCFA
members to deliver their cane during the 2021/2022
crop and allow negotiations to continue caused this
stalemate. In the interest of the sugar industry and
the nation, the Government of Belize intervened. As a
result, an interim agreement was signed between
BSCFA and BSI/ASR, which extended the then current
agreement to July 31, 2022 to enable negotiations to
continue and a new agreement signed by the July
deadline.
Cane deliveries and milling operations resumed on
January 3, 2022. However, poor weather and road
conditions slowed down processing operations and
sugar production. Nevertheless, crop performance
this year has been better that last year. As at June 30,
2022 total cane deliveries amounted to 1,003,746
metric tons with a sugar production of 113,063 metric
tonnes compared to 1,061,124 metric tonnes with
sugar production of 111,213 metric tonnes in 2021.
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As at June 30, 2022 the cane price estimate improved
to US$29.63 per metric tonne compared to US$26.60
metric tonne in 2021. Based on this estimate cane
farmers have been receiving a first cane payment of
US$19.92 per metric tonne during the crop compared
to US$17.90 per metric tonne in 2021. This cane price
estimate is expected to increase when the second and
final third cane payments are made to cane farmers
later in August and November of this year.
In early June BSI-ASR inaugurated its bulk raw sugar
storage and loading facility at the Big Creek Deep Water Port in southern Belize to which raw sugar is now
transported overland for export. This replaces the
maritime transportation system used for decades for
export raw sugar by barges upriver from the mill to
the sea port of Belize City, where the raw sugar was
loaded onto cargo ships for export. This new mode of
transportation is expected to reduce export costs and
improve the cane price paid to cane farmers.
The COVID 19 pandemic, and now the Russian war in
Ukraine, continues to escalate the cost of operations
of cane farmers. The price of diesel has increased by
thirty percent, while the cost of fertilizers has increased by more than one hundred per cent. Furthermore, the uncertain accessibility, reliability and timeliness of supply of these fertilizer and other products
have created more difficulties for cane farming operations.
With the start of the hurricane season on June 1, the
frequency of rains have increased and is affecting
cane deliveries. It is hoped that the target of the delivery and milling of 1,175,300 metric tonnes for a
sugar production of 125,000 metric tonnes of sugar
can be achieved.
The Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and Enterprise has initiated a process for the revision of the
Sugar Industry Act, which regulates the sugar industry. The BSCFA has submitted proposals for revision,
while the other Associations are yet to submit any
proposals. The manufacturer has stated that the industry should be deregulated. The last revision of the
Act took place in 2001.
Oscar Alonzo, CEO
Belize Sugar Cane Farmers Association (BSCFA), Belize
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News from USA
The 2022 crop has been planted. This was the latest
average plant date we have in the Red River Valley
(RRV), and it is one of the latest and longest plantings
in history for the
United States. The
delay in both the
RRV and across the
United States was
excessive rainfall.
We had a very wet
spring in the RRV.
Our cooperative,
American Crystal
Sugar
Company,
planted just over
450,000
acres
(182,108 hectares).
After the beets were planted, the weather turned hot
and generally dryer. We had a significant wind storm
which caused damaged to about 50,000 acres (20,234
hectares). About 15,000 acres (6,070 hectares) had to
be replanted. The replants will reduce our yield
slightly, but we are still expecting an average crop.
Germination, was slow because of the wet weather,
however emergence was much better than last year.

article has been read, growers will have already applied chemical to fight Cercospora leaf spot (CLS). CLS
is becoming a major problem for our region, growers
have some access to a new variety from Beta Seed
which will help combat against CLS.
Our first yield estimates were taken last week. Right
now, our yield estimate is 25.3 short tons per acre
(56.9 t/ha). Last year at this time we were estimating
a 26.1 ton per acre crop (58.7 t/ha), but last years’
crop surprised us and ended up being nearly 29 tons
per acre (65.2t/ha). So, a lot can change yet this year.
We will begin our “pre-pile” time around August 15th
then begin our main harvest on October 1st. Labor is
becoming a major challenge to secure. Especially for
truck drivers. We need about 6000 truck drivers for
our harvest each year. In the United States, you don’t
need a CDL (Semi License) as long as you are within
150 miles of the farm, even without this requirement,
finding adequate help is very challenging. Because of
the labor challenges, we are looking at ways to automate more pieces of harvest. Both on the farm and at
the factory and piling yards. Hopefully, this will lead
to more efficiency and be able to keep us in business
for a few more years.
Harrison Weber, Executive Director
Red River Valley Sugarbeet Growers Association (RRVSGA), USA

Sugar beet planter in David’s farm

Growers have already sprayed the beets a couple
times, in an attempt to get ahead of the weeds. Our
most challenging weeds are Water Hemp, Common
Ragweed, and now Palmer Amaranth. By the time this
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News from Brazil
La Niña occurs since December and influences the weather
with forecast to get weaker in July and has 60% chance of
being active until the end of the year. Although La Niña will
continue over the next two
months in the Center-South of
Brazil, the productive region,
the drought may improve the
quality of the cane.
The productivity of sugarcane
fields, however, was already
affected by the phenomenon
last year. The sugarcane
started 2022 penalized by the
lack of rain and comes from a
crop year hit by frosts and fires in 2021, precisely because
of La Niña.
According to the Sugarcane and Bioenergy Industry Union
– ÚNICA, the crushing accumulated until June 15 in the Center-South region totaled 141.7 million tons compared to
166.9 million tons registered in the same period of 2021 –
a decrease of 12.7%. This drop was mainly caused by the
delay in the beginning of the harvest in many mills whose
sugarcane fields were hit by droughts in consecutive years
and several frosts.
Just in the first half of June in
the Center-South region, sugarcane crushing reached 38.6
million tons, which represents
an increase of 5.76% in relation to the amount registered
in the same period last year,
when 36.5 million tons were
processed, indicating the beginning of the harvest by
practically 100% of the mills.
Preliminary information released by the Sugarcane Technology Center indicates that 76 tons per hectare were harvested in May 2022, which represents a 1.4% drop in agricultural yields compared to the same period in the
2021/2022 harvest (77 .1 tonnes per hectare). The data do
not show the expected yield recovery at the beginning of
the season.
The quality of the raw material harvested in the first 15
days of June, measured in kg of ATR per ton of sugarcane
processed, showed a retraction of 5.37% compared to the

same period of the last agricultural cycle, recording 131, 04
kg of ATR per ton harvested. The total of the harvest, the
drop is of 4.76% with the indicator marking 124.49 kg of
ATR per ton.
Sugar production in the first 15 days of June totaled 2.14
million tons (-3.81%). In total accumulated since the beginning of 2022/2023 crop year, the production of the sweetener totals 7.19 million tons, compared to 9.42 million tons
in the previous cycle (-23.64%).
In the first half of June, 1.83 billion liters (+6.31%) of ethanol were manufactured. From the total volume produced,
hydrous reached 1.08 billion liters (+7.04%), while the production of anhydrous ethanol totaled 748.25 million liters
(5.29%). In the accumulated of the current agricultural cycle, the production of alcohol reached 7.00 billion liters (8.05%), which 4.64 billion consisted of hydrated ethanol (8.14%) and 2.36 billion in anhydrous (-7.89%).
Of the total biofuel manufactured, the production from
corn in the first half of June recorded 176.55 million liters,
against 123.64 million liters in the same period of the
2021/2022 cycle – an increase of 42.79%. In the accumulated since the beginning of the harvest, production
reached 772.92 million liters - an advance of 29.59% compared to the same period last year. Corn has contributed to
the increase in the offer of ethanol which, until June 16,
represents about 11% according to UNICA.
Effects from the war, for example, were the 80% rise in the
prices of phosphate fertilizers
until mid-March, and another
56% in nitrogen, after an average increase of 57% in the previous year, which should create
a chain reaction. A similar effect occurs with pesticides,
such as the 300% increase in glyphosate, between January
2021 and the same month of this year.
Undoubtedly, it is the most complex situation the fertilizer
market has ever known.
Brazilian agribusiness, at least so far, is surviving the crisis.
When the war in Ukraine started in February, all purchases
had already been made and received. But what about the
second half?

Roberto Sachs, Technical Consultant

ORPLANA, Brazil
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