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News from WABCG                                 NOVEMBER 2022
Editorial 

What a pleasure to see you all next week and for real, 

after 2 years of web meetings! 

I see that I am not the only one to 

be happy about this. More than 

60 participants are registered for 

our field visit on the eve of our 

meeting, from 22 countries! A 

huge thank to our British col-

leagues from NFU Sugar, Arthur 

Marshall, James Northern and 

Michael Sly for organizing this event.  

I am also delighted to see that almost 100 participants 

have registered for our annual ISO/WABCG consulta-

tion on 21st!  

We will begin this meeting with our traditional 

‘Around the World session’, to hear about the situa-

tion in our different countries from the voice of the 

growers.  

Then ISO Economists will give us the best of their 

knowledge regarding sugar and ethanol markets and 

prospects, and will focus on the notion of ‘the food 

system’: I am sure you will find it interesting! 

Our afternoon session will focus on innovation. From 

robots to block chains and digitalization, with speak-

ers from Africa, Oceania and Europe, we will try to im-

agine how farming in 2050 will help us to face and mit-

igate climate change. 

I look forward to seeing you in London in a few days! 

 
David THOMPSON, President  

WABCG 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Côte d’Ivoire 
The 2021/22 sugar campaign in Ivory Coast closed 
with national production of 2.16Mt of cane (TC) har-
vested over a cane area of 33,607 hectares; i.e. aver-

age yield of 64.28 TC/ha for pro-
duction of 200,648 tonnes of 
sugar. 
The small-scale producers belong-
ing to FEPCANVICI produced 
171 884.40 tonnes of cane, i.e. 
about 8% of national production 
on an area of 5 170.51 ha, with 
yield at 33.24 TC/ ha. This is con-
siderably lower than during the 
previous campaign when yield was 
35.32 TC/ha. This reduction can be 
explained by soil degradation, dif-
ficulties in the supply of fertilizers 
and herbicides and declining inter-

est in cane production by some producers. 
In addition to these factors, small cane producers are 
faced overall with other major difficulties including:  
 the high cost of farm inputs; 
 the high cost of services, estimated at 60% of turn-

over, combined with the running costs of the co-
operative companies; 

 the purchase price per tonne which has remained 
unchanged for several years; 

 the new tax reform obliges the cooperative com-
panies to pay a State Entrepreneur’s tax  whereas 
they were previously under the simplified regime. 

These factors result in an enormous drop in farmers’ 
annual income.  
In an attempt to find a solution, the small-scale pro-
ducers led by FEPCANVICI met the supervisory Minis-
try to present in great detail all the difficulties they are 
encountering. Unfortunately, up till now, the situation 
is one of status quo.  
Faced with this situation, some small producers are 
abandoning cane production activities and turning to-
wards other speculations. This endangers the future of 
village cane production in Ivory Coast, which aims at 
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fighting against rural exodus and poverty amongst the 
populations around the production sites. If no curative 
action is taken to remedy all the above-mentioned 
problems, village cane producers could disappear in 
the near future.  
In the meantime, FEPCANVICI is planning to organise 
a workshop to group together the small producers 
before the 2022-2023 campaign. The objective of this 
workshop is to identify the difficulties facing village 
cane production, to define and implement concrete 
action to find solutions and then bring the conclusions 
of this action to the attention of the industry and at 
State level with a view to revive this activity.   
    
 

Koffi Théodore N’Dri, Executive Director 
Clovis Ernest Bony, Chairman  

FEPCANVICI, Côte d’Ivoire 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from India 
The white sugar production in India in the season 
2021-22 was 35.96 million tonnes, 15.61% higher than 
the production of the previous season which stood at 
31.10 million tonnes. Increase in sugar production of 
major states in India namely, Karnataka (38.86%), Ma-
harashtra (29.16%), Tamilnadu (34.83%), Madhya Pra-
desh (21.35%) and Gujarat (17.62%) contributed the 
overall rise in sugar production of India. In comparison 
with the season 2016-17, the average cane yield in 
2020-21 has improved by 39.13% in Karnataka, 26.10% 
in Bihar, 25.28% in Uttar Pradesh and 14.81% in Ta-
milnadu states.  
The country's sugar output in the season 2022-23 is es-
timated at around 35.50 million tonnes. It is expected 
that around 4.50 million tonnes of equivalent sugar 
will be diverted for ethanol production by use of cane 
juice/sugar syrup/B-heavy molasses.  

 
Under the Ethanol Blending Program (EBP) of India, 
the sugar mills in the country have made contracts for 
2021-22 (Dec.-Nov.) of around 4479.50 million liters of 
ethanol with Oil Manufacturing Companies (OMCs), 
out of which 3270.00 million liters were already sup-
plied. This 3,270.00 million liters of ethanol has been 
produced from sugarcane syrup- 698.60 million liters, 
B heavy molasses- 2,043.70 million liters, C molasses- 
80 million liters and damaged grains- 447.90 million li-
ters. Due to diversion of sugarcane and B-heavy mo-
lasses for ethanol, sugar production may decline by 
around 3.5 million tonnes. 

 
 

Sambhaji Kadupatil, Director General  
Vasantdada Sugar Institute, India 
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WABCG/ISO Consultation 
21 November  
London, UK 

 
 

Innovation: digital and precision farming to face 
climate change 
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News from United Kingdom 
After a summer marred by record temperatures, rec-
ord dryness and the appearance of new pests for beet 
growers in the UK, the beet harvest itself has thank-

fully been fairly smooth so far 
with comparatively few prob-
lems at the factories (so far at 
least!). Yields are highly varia-
ble but certainly below aver-
age; we’re just not sure exactly 
how far. 
This summer saw official tem-
peratures in the UK breach 40 

degrees Celsius for the first time ever, but more sig-
nificant for the crop was the extreme lack of rainfall. 
In East Anglia, accounting for most of the UK’s beet 
crop, only 5.4mm of rain fell in July, while 70.5mm of 
rain between June and August made it the fourth-dri-
est summer on record. 
A big problem that we’ve not seen in the UK before 
has been widespread damage from beet moth cat-
erpillars (Scrobipalpa ocellatella), 
we presume linked to the very hot 
temperatures this summer which 
were far above normal for us (and 
have remained above average for 
September and October). Growers 
in affected areas are reporting al-
most 100% of plants in fields being 
infested. We're still learning about 
the impact this has on crops, but 
adverse effects so far include dam-
age to the canopy which limits au-
tumn yield growth and damage to 
the root crown which leads to in-
fections and rot. 
Our technical research institute, the 
BBRO, has been working hard to 
help growers understand and man-
age this new pest, but there is still a 
lot we don’t know about it in the UK. 
There will no doubt be a lot we can 
learn from those friends in WABCG 
who are used to dealing with this 
challenge. 

In July we reached agreement with British Sugar, our 
processor, on the terms and prices for beet contracts 
in 2023/24, hoping to see an increase in beet area af-
ter two years of decline. As well as more attractive 
prices than in previous years, we agreed a few new 
choices within the contract, designed to make it more 
attractive to more growers without adding cost to the 
processor. 
In particular, growers will need to decide if they wish 
to purchase Yield Protection Cover for 2023 in the 
coming months. In exchange for a £1.50/t deduction 
from the beet price, British Sugar will guarantee to 
pay growers who choose this for at least 80% of their 
expected production, based on planted area and their 
individual 5-year average yields. This is regardless of 
the cause of any yield loss, and simply requires a 
grower to follow certain simple guidelines around 
crop management. 
We expect around half of growers will choose this, but 
there is no obligation. After the devastating yield 

losses of 2020, a lot of growers 
stopped growing beet due to the in-
creasing financial risk of growing the 
crop compared to others. By allow-
ing growers to budget for a guaran-
teed minimum income from the 
crop, Yield Protection Cover has 
helped us attract some of these back.  
As we grapple with more new pests 
and challenges in the future, we be-
lieve we will continue to need to pro-
vide these options to keep as many 
growers as possible on board. 

 
Arthur Marshall, Commercial and 

Market Insight Manager 
NFU-Sugar, United Kingdom 


