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News from WABCG                                 OCTOBER 2022
Editorial 

An increasing number of analysts are now estimating 

that, after 3 consecutive years of deficit, we are en-

tering a world sugar campaign in 

surplus. 

Of course, nothing is sure. We all 

know that anticipating weather 

conditions now for the next 12 

months is quite a challenge, espe-

cially after the 3 years we have 

just had, with adverse climatic conditions almost eve-

rywhere in the world! I am always quite surprised – 

not to say sceptical! – to read that analysts are able to 

estimate world production when I still find it difficult 

to predict how much sugar beet I will harvest this 

month on my fields! But let’s think it is true.  

It is definitely bad news for the trend of sugar value 

over the coming months – and therefore possibly for 

our sugar beet and our sugarcane as well.  

But let us not be pessimistic: a world surplus is also 

good news for growers. It means that we did the job! 

In agriculture, unlike many products, scarcity is not 

good news. It means that yields were not good, and 

that the poorest inhabitants of our planet may be in 

danger. So I try to be optimistic. When I read “sur-

plus”, I realize that we have all, collectively, suc-

ceeded in doing what we are here for – producing 

food for the growing world population! 

See you next month in London! 

 
David THOMPSON, President  

WABCG 
 
 

News from Sweden 
 
We are all affected by the world around us in different 
ways. Beet growers around the word are well aware 
about the increased costs and also the sugar industry 
face the challenges.  
In Sweden we have one sugar factory. This factory 
has, until this year, almost exclusively been run by gas. 
Just in time for start of the campaign, 22th of Septem-
ber, a steam line from the nearby heating plant was 
installed. The steam line has the potential to reduce 
the gas consumption by 25 % which is good, not least 
a year like this. 
Even though the steam line reduces the need of gas 
the industry, Nordic Sugar, cannot be guaranteed 
enough gas if access is limited. The Swedish sugar in-
dustry is prioritized by the authorities to produce 
sugar and fodder, but 
not for the entire beet 
volume. To minimize 
the risk not being able 
to process all Swedish 
sugar beets Nordic 
sugar has decides to 
transport sugar beets 
from Sweden to Den-
mark for processing in 
the factory in Nakskov, which runs on oil. 
Approximately 300,000 tonnes of sugar beets, corre-
sponding to 15 % of the total beet volume, will be 
transported from the very south of Sweden to the 
port where they will be loaded on boats for shipping 
3,200 tonnes of sugar beets daily.  
Processing 300,000 tonnes of Swedish sugar beets in 
Denmark will of course affect the campaign in both 
countries. In Sweden we expect about 3 weeks 
shorter campaign than normal, and in Denmark the 
effect will be approximately 2 weeks longer cam-
paign. Nordic Sugar has done a very good job of get-
ting the logistics in place on a short time notice with-
out anyone being too much affected by the new rou-
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tines. On the whole, growers seem to be quite under-
standing and supports the industry in taking an early 
decision to prevent ending up in a situation where 
sugar beets could not be processed.  
Out in field the first beets are harvested. The first 
weeks indicate low root yields, but the sugar content 
is higher than normal witch compensate the low root 
yield to some extent. We expect an average yield be-
low 5-year average due to the dry second part of the 
summer. Last week’s we had some precipitation in the 
beet growing region which hopefully which hopefully 
creates conditions for good autumn growth. 
Finally, I will inform you that since last year there has 
been a succession in our organization. Anders Lind-
kvist, General secretary since more than 20 years ago, 
has retired and I got the chance to take part in 
Betodlarna, Swedish beet growers association.  
I really look forward to meet many of you in London 
in November. 
 

Ida Lindell, General Secretary 
Swedish Beet Growers Association 

 

 
 

 

News from Sudan 
Kenana sugar company is set to kick off the new crop 
season 2022/2023 next November 2022. The man-
agement is planning to launch new projects, to target 
the energy and environment sector beside food.  
New projects meant to improve the company reve-
nues and to embrace the changing markets’ needs. 

 
 
The new projects portfolio including of the Ethanol ex-
pansion project target 60 million liters by introducing 
the sweet potato as feedstock beside the molasses, 
also the new biogas project planned to start operating 
on next month of December 2022.  
This phase one will be followed by phase two after six 
months, when the biogas project target to produce 
92000 CBM /Day.  

 
On the other hand the new project of Biofertilizer 
(Compost) will be inaugurated on December 2022 as 
a new strategic business stream to serve the increas-
ing need of organic fertilizer for the sugar industry and 
to serve the market commercially. The design capac-
ity of the new compost project is 200,000 tons per an-
num by utilizing the byproducts of the ethanol and 
sugar plants and other ingredients from the manure 
poultry and leftover of the Banana mango farms. 
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The Company is planning to achieve “Zero-waste “in 
all operations and minimize the cost of operations 
and adapt its operations to the new changes in cli-
mate, while maintain sustainable business growth 
and improve the cane production processes along the 
value chain of the project. 
Recently the management has started a new scheme 
of upgrading the Agronomy research department by 
improving the labs and activate the technical agree-
ments with leading agronomy research institution in 
France called CIRAD.  

 
Hassan Hashim Erwa  

Sales & Marketing Gal Manager 
Kenana Sugar Company ltd, Sudan 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Next meetings 
 
 

WABCG/ISO Consultation 
21 November  
London, UK 

 
 

Innovation: digital and precision farming to face 
climate change 

 
 

Want to join? Contact us! 


