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News from WABCG                           August/September 2021 
 
Editorial 
Here we are! Sugar futures have broken the 20 cts/lb 
barrier, which has not happened for 4 years! Excellent 
news for all of us!  

I would just like to add a 
small comment to the 
global euphoria. We, as 
producers, know per-
fectly well that good 
prices are usually here af-
ter bad yields. This is what 
has happened this year, 
and I keep in mind our 
meeting last June, when 
all of us complained 
about bad yields almost 
everywhere. In my country also, it is the case.  

Thus, if good sugar prices are here, it is, for almost all 
of us, because we had too little sugarcane or sugar 
beet per hectare on our farms.  

The good price of sugar on the market nowadays will 
help us to deal with this. But this will only happen if: 

 this good price on the world sugar market is 
reflected on the domestic sugar market – or if 
our industry has access to world market fu-
tures,  

 and only if the sugarcane or sugar beet price 
follows this trend.  

On this last point in particular, the situation is not the 
same from one country to another. This year, we will 
update our survey on how the cane and beet price is 
established around the world, and I look forward to 
seeing if the situation has changed compared to our 
last survey conducted five years ago! 

 
Eduardo Romão, President  

WABCG 
 
 
 
 

News from South Africa 
South African and more particular, the province of 
Kwazulu-Natal was hard hit by unrest during the sec-
ond week in July 2021. The unrest has been mainly 
thought to be the work of former disgraced President 
Jacob Zuma, who is currently imprisoned and is await-
ing trial on corruption charges. Numerous towns were 
destroyed during the unrest and sugarcane planta-
tions were not spared.  

A total of 554 000 tons of cane were set alight during 
the unrests mainly in the Kwazulu-Natal province. This 
caused a serious issue for the industry as the mills 
were forced to close and could not process the arson 
cane. Thankfully, the unrest abated, after rioters and 
looters faced an increasing resistance from communi-

ties and law abiding citi-
zens as well as police and 
in very few instances, mil-
itary.  

Once the mills re-opened, 
the arson cane was given 
a priority allocation and 
after a shaky start a total 
of 135 000 tons of cane 
had to be rejected as the 
cane was characterised 

by having extremely low purities due to its extended 
burn harvest to crush delay.  

SA Canegrowers is currently in discussion with Gov-
ernment in order to see if there are options for finan-
cial assistance due to the losses associated with the 
unrest. At present the mills are crushing and cane is 
being processed.  

A number of mills are having a very poor season, 
when it comes to performance and hopefully this will 
improve in future.  

The Masterplan for the industry is also well under way 
and the aim of the plan is to re-position the sector to 
be more sustainable in future.  

  
Thomas Funke, CEO  

SA Canegrowers, South Africa 
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News from Malawi 
 

Malawi is a small country that lies between Tanzania to the 
north and part of east, Mozambique engulfs east, south 
and part of the west and Zambia to the west. Apart from 
having a beautiful lake on the eastern part of Malawi it also 
has good soils suitable for both cash and food crop cultiva-
tion.  

All along Malawi has depended on tobacco as the main cash 
crop and big forex earner but of late Malawi has seen the 
declining in sales of tobacco since the World Health Organ-
ization embarked on global anti-tobacco campaigns. 

In view of this scenario, SUGAM has started advocating for 
more sugarcane produc-
tion to fill this gap and 
overtake tobacco. The Ma-
lawi sugar industry has 
been doing well over the 
years as sugar production 
for both domestic and ex-
port sales have been gen-
erally impressive. As citi-
zens we have seen the 
need to diversify into flex 
fuel production; therefore 
there is urgent need to 
push for the importation of 
Flex engine vehicles for Malawi, as well as potable alcohol. 
In turn this will improve Malawi’s economy as well as its 
GDP.     

COVID 19 pandemic has had some impact on the economy 
of Malawi to some extent; In that Government institutions, 
the private sector and people of all walks of life were af-
fected by the pandemic to the extent that some people 
even died. One sugar mill which is operated by the Indian 
company was once  shutdown for two months because 
some  expatriates from India were tested COVID 19 posi-
tive; consequently the Government restricted external 
travel, a situation  which made some of the key Indian per-
sonnel working at the factory unable to travel back to Ma-
lawi.  

The Malawi agriculture sector has indeed been hit hard by 
the pandemic. Sales of various products were affected due 
to travel restrictions that made some farmers unable to ex-
port their produce.    

Malawi lost a lot of people from COVID 19 Pandemic during 
the first wave; however the second wave was generally 
mild. The World Health Organization pandemic precaution-
ary measures were not fully taken seriously by the local 
poor masses of the country, unlike the country’s educated 

elite, especially those living in urban areas who were so 
careful to safeguard themselves from the pandemic. Sadly, 
there is a lot of resistance on the Astra Zeneca vaccine be-
cause of misconceptions and fake news; which made many 
people shy away from the vaccine. However, the Govern-
ment is doing its best to sensitize its citizenry to go for the 
vaccination. 

The sugarcane Industry in Malawi continues to face a lot of 
challenges ranging from governance to unfavourable mac-
roeconomic conditions etc, for instance:  

 The mistrust between the millers and out growers 
largely due to lack of transparency and accounta-
bility on cane proceeds and proceeds from by-
products.  

 Lack of a regulatory framework to govern the sug-
arcane industry  

 Failure to stump out sugar smuggling  from neigh-
bouring countries  

 Lack of modern methods of farming i.e.  farm 
mechanization and irrigation technology to im-
prove farming etc.  

In the 20/21 season the three operating sugar factories 
managed to produce enough sugar for both domestic con-
sumption and export and largely this was due to good rain-
fall that was received in the season which resulted in 
bumper yield.  

 

Lastly, may I send my greetings to you all wherever you are 
and wishing you good health as you continue working hard 
in your farms and organizations. 

Possibly by God’s grace will soon be able to meet physically 
not virtually as it has been the case of late. For sure we have 
really missed each other. Stay safe until we meet again! 

Frighton Njolomole, President 
Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi (SUGAM) 
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News from Europe 
CIBE defends and represents the interests of beet growers vis-à-vis European Institu-
tions and international organisations since 1927. CIBE is composed of national and 
regional associations from 18 European beet-producing countries. 
These include growers from 15 EU countries (Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Romania, the Slovak Republic, Sweden) and growers from 3 non-EU countries (United 
Kingdom, Switzerland and Turkey). 

 
The 2021/22 sugar beet campaign in the starting 
blocks in many European regions at the date of this 
short report. The expectations are definitively better 
than for 2020/21, but it is difficult to be 
worse for some countries and it will likely 
be not brilliant and no record crop is ex-
pected. The climatic conditions have 
been very contrasted. Predominantly 
mild temperatures and adequate water 
supplies prevailed during summer in most 
parts of western and north-central Eu-
rope. Hotter-than-usual conditions pre-
vailed in southern, eastern and northern 
European regions. Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary, 
western Romania, Bulgaria and Greece were affected 
by a severe heatwave starting at the end of July. In 
Sweden, the Baltic countries and Finland, a hotter-
than-usual July was recorded. This contrast resulted 
in different impacts on the sugar beet crop.  
 
Looking into more details to some main producing 
countries, the beet harvest in France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Germany is likely to be penalised by 
the lack of sunshine (notably in July and August, when 
it was respectively 36% and 34% below the 5-year av-
erage in France and Belgium summer was the coolest 
ever recorded!). Unless September turns out to be 
very sunny, the crop will be affected. In the Nether-
lands, locally, an excess of water has limited its 
growth, and several hundred hectares of beet were 
lost as a result of the flood disaster in July along the 
rivers in the south. While regular rainfall and moder-
ate temperatures of this summer have been benefi-
cial to the growth of the crops, the important deficit 
of sunshine penalizes the sugar content of the roots 
and has caused a significant leaf mass. Due to the 
temperature and the humid weather, attention to leaf 
fungus control remains of great importance. The pres-
ence of Cercospora also affects the potential. In some 
regions in the Netherlands there is noticeably more 
damage caused by Aphanomyces this year.  

In France, the first estimates indicate that the quan-
tity of sugar is 6% lower than the five-year average 
(not taking into account the disastrous campaign 20-
21) and the root weight is 2% lower. The CGB esti-
mates that the average yield could reach 82 t/ha at 
16°S, but says that uncertainty is still high. Factories 
could start their work a little later to take into account 
the vegetative delay.  In the Netherlands, the ex-
pected sugar yield lags very slightly (<1%) behind the 
5-year average.  

In Germany, a first estimate indicates a na-
tional average sugar yield slightly (<5%) 
above the 5-year average. This may im-
prove further in the coming weeks, as the 
beet are in good condition (first digs in 
South Germany indicate yields of 85 t/ha). 
In the UK, NFU sugar informed that it has 
been the dimmest August in East Anglia 
since 1968 according to Met Office data. 
The crop is looking good and have good 

root weights but there also, the sugar content is low. 
Yields are expected below normal at this stage but 
could recover. 
In Poland, there are big differences between regions, 
mainly in terms of the weight of the roots, the sugar 
content is low, but everything indicates that a better 
result than 2020 will be achieved, although the first 
estimate indicates an average sugar yield significantly 
(>6%) below the 5-year average. The weather in 
spring was not kind; although the frost did damage to 
plants only in some individual cases, unfortunately, 
the young plants were later damaged in some grow-
ing regions by heavy rains, soil sealing and wind ero-
sion. Some farmers decided to re-plant, but most de-
cided to grow other crops (mainly maize). Cercospora 
was also a problem, although this year the spores ap-
peared later than in 2020. As for pests, there were 
problems with the beet fly and aphids in spring, but 
the aphids appeared later than in 2020. High temper-
atures at the turn of July and August favoured the oc-
currence of the Gamma moth, the spider mite was ob-
served on a very large area and the beet moth was a 
big problem, with recent rains providing some help 
with control. 
 
Our very first estimate of the 2021/22 harvest gives a 
production of around 15.5 Mt sugar equivalent for the 
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EU-27 (excluding green juices for the production of bi-
oethanol), based on first estimate provided by some 
members or – for others – based on their respective 
2016-2020 average sugar yield. 
 
The political and regulatory context in Europe, in 
both EU-27 and the UK continues to be extremely 
intense. Following the agreement reached late 
June by the EU legislators on the Common Agricul-
tural Policy (CAP) post-2023, the attention has 
turned to the EU Member States and their so called 
National Strategic Plans which shall set into music 
this new CAP. This new CAP will definitively be 
greener: all in all around 90% of the support to EU 
farmers will be related to greening measures and 
farmers are worried about the coming impacts on 
their farm. Furthermore, the EU Green Deal and its 
Farm to Fork and EU Biodiversity 2030 strategies 
are putting even more pressure with objectives in 
terms of reduction of inputs by 2030 being intro-
duced in all policies, including the CAP. A recent 
study by the Joint Research Center of the EU Com-
mission shows significant economic impacts of 
these strategies for EU agriculture and farmers, in-
cluding arable crops farmers. The debate is intensi-
fying with farm organisations. The regulatory con-
text on plant protection products is already having 
a major impact, forcing sugar beet growers to 
adapt their practices and highlighting an urgent 
need for innovative ones. These issues will be ex-
tensively discussed at our CIBE annual technical 
meeting in October. Some trade issues also remain 
on the top of the agenda of sugar beet growers in 
both the UK and the EU-27. Finally, the new EU CAP 
agreement includes a joint EU Council and Euro-
pean Parliament declaration on the EU sugar sec-
tor.  
Let see if all these discussions will lead to concrete, 
feasible and efficient measures for the future prof-
itability of beet growing. CIBE anyway will continue 
to fight for it! 
 
 
 

Elisabeth Lacoste, Director 
CIBE (International Confederation of European Beet growers) 

 
 

 

 

Save the dates! 
Virtual meetings, starting 13.00 pm London Time 

 
 
 

Monday 13 September 
‘How members consider WABCG?’ 

Virtual conference only for members 
 
 
 

‘Virtual London 2021’ 
Monday 8 November 

‘Around the world session’ 
 

Monday 15 November 
‘How growers are trying to adapt and how 
growers can benefit financially from tack-

ling climate change’ 
 

Monday 22 November 
Private session (council) 

 


