News from WABCG

DECEMBER 2020

Editorial

News from WABCG:

It was a great pleasure to meet you all “virtually” this
month at our ‘Virtual London’ meeting. I am very pleased
that more than 100 people registered to our meetings, from
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The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers, which counts 36
cane and beet growers’ associations from 34 countries, met by
video conference on 30th November 2020, and concluded its work
with the following final statement.
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The year 2020 has also been a challenging year around the
world in terms of agronomy. Climate change is a reality for
farmers, increasing the uncertainty of yields and increasing
price volatility. Farmers are the most impacted by climate
change, but they also know that they are the ones who can
take action to mitigate the effects of climate change.
WABCG considers that it is crucial to develop tools and
strategies to adapt to climate change and its consequences. Strategic guidance based on technical support
and innovation processes, designed by growers’ associations, in dialogue with governments, technical institutes
and civil society must be prioritized.

The latest study made by WABCG
is now available, only for members!
“Growers’ associations around the world:
Who are we, and what do we do?”

Still available :
“Is certification used, and effective,
to bring extra-value to producers
around the sugar world?”
Published in
International Sugar Journal
August 2020

Click below:
https://internationalsugarjournal.com/paper/is-certification-used-andeffective-to-bring-extra-value-to-producers-around-the-sugar-world/

News from Europe
CIBE (International Confederation of European Beet growers) is an associated member in WABCG. It defends and represents the interests of beet growers vis-à-vis European Institutions and international organisations since 1927. CIBE is composed of national and regional associations from 18 European beet-producing countries.These
include 140,000 growers from 16 EU countries (Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland,
Romania, the Slovak Republic, Sweden, the United Kingdom) and roughly 130,000
growers from 2 non-EU countries (Turkey and Switzerland).

At the time of these news the beet processing season
is in full swing in Europe. In many countries and regions it will not be a very long season. Compared to
2019, 2020 was average to disastrous: the crop is in
line with the 5-year average only in few countries. In
many others the beet crop is poor and even catastrophic. Our predicted catastrophe following the ban
of some key active substances such as neonicotinoids,
used to protect beet
against pests such as
aphids, has unfortunately
happened.
The past mild winter, followed by a warm and dry
spring in many regions,
was a perfect situation for
very early and rapid development of pest populations (particularly aphids), migration, build-up and subsequent virus and disease
spread. Thus, the 2020 crop year was characterised by
the very early presence of large numbers of pests. In
numerous fields treatment thresholds were reached
just after and even during crop emergence. Levels of
infestations by aphids and virus yellows have been
variable across Europe, with a south-north gradient. The most infected regions were located in
France, in the UK, Switzerland, the Netherlands and
Germany well as in Belgium. New pests are also
confirming their emergence and are more and
more difficult to combat in countries like Austria,
Hungary, Italy, France, Germany and Poland (for example beet weevil, beet fly, beet moth, leafhoppers). Some of these pests can inoculate several viruses and bacteria and lead to co-infestations / infections that are extremely difficult to manage and
control without appropriate tools.
If final damages and negative yield impacts will only
be assessed at the end of the season, some dramatic
figures are already emerging. France and the UK were
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particularly affected, with national average sugar
yields being estimated at over 20% below the 5-year
average, with individual fields in the most affected regions recording yield losses of well over 50% and in
some extreme cases 80%. Other countries recording
significant yield decreases include Hungary, Germany,
Switzerland and the Netherlands.
Alternative solutions and products to the banned neonicotinoids, notably in France, the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands and Germany, mainly in the form of
foliar applications and of various strategies, have
been applied and their effects analysed in depth. But
their use led to less satisfactory results in terms of
protection of the crop and together with mitigation
strategies they did not allow at all to control infestation and damage. Furthermore, they have higher
costs (depending on the number of applications).
These losses and costs in combination with the higher
costs due to higher fixed costs for sugar manufacturers linked to a shorter processing campaign, and
means that hundreds of millions of Euros are being
lost this year by the beet sugar sector.

•

reach the objective of at least 25% of the
EU’s agricultural land under organic farming by 2030.

This political and regulatory context is adding extreme unrest among many farmers and sugar beet
growers who consider that the impressive efforts
already achieved in terms of environmental sustainability, as documented through the EU Beet
Sugar Sustainability Partnership (EUBSSP), have not
been rewarded so far in terms of better added
value and that any additional arbitrary targets and
inappropriate timing will result in less environmental sustainability and jeopardize the economic sustainability of the sector. The current debate in the
EU is and will be intensive and CIBE is actively participating in such debate through its EUBSSP and
the Agriculture and Progress platform that it has
founded jointly with the European sugar manufacturers and the European Maize Producers to promote a modern, innovative and sustainable agriculture.

Research programmes are ongoing. However,
meaningful results are only expected in several
years. Furthermore, experts state that there will be
no single alternative solution to the ban of neonics
and other active substances, but a combination of
various solutions and Integrated Pest Management
must be implemented further, with new agronomic
practices, possible new plant protection products –
both chemical and biological (use of beneficial insects)-, and new varieties with several resistance/tolerance characteristics.
Such a race against time and adverse conditions is
taking place while the EU Commission announced
in March 2020 its Green Deal and its ambitious plan
and overall EU targets to:
• reduce the overall use and risk of chemical
pesticides by 50% and the use of more hazardous pesticides by 50% by 2030;
• reduce nutrient losses by at least 50%,
while ensuring that there is no deterioration in soil fertility. This will reduce the use
of fertilisers by at least 20% by 2030;

Elisabeth Lacoste, Director
CIBE (International Confederation of European Beet growers)

A sugar beet field infected by virus yellows,
Photo CIBE, A. Krick
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News from Southern Germany
We would have liked to welcome all of you in Munich earlier this year in June. The preparations for the WABCG congress
had already started and we had
an interesting programme prepared when the Corona pandemic made meeting in person
impossible, and the congress
had to be cancelled. They were
nearly completed and we had an
interesting program prepared
when the Corona pandemic
made meeting in person impossible, and the congress had to be cancelled. (Here you can
find our welcome video: https://youtu.be/Qs4w1jCoKg0).
Similarly, the 100th anniversary of the VSZ was also
marred by the pandemic.
We postponed the celebrations to a time after Corona.
We are, however, very proud of the 100 years that sugar
beet growers in southern Germany have joined forces. During that time, the farmers realised the acquisition of a majority stake in Südzucker AG, and a constructive cooperation with the sugar companies was established. This was
the basis for a successful development of beet cultivation
in southern Germany despite the historically small farms.
Another highlight of this year was the 29th ISO seminar,
which was chaired by
Dr. Fred Zeller this
year. As the Corona virus/epidemic is still
present, the seminar
could not be held in its
traditional form; the
ISO acted promptly
and opted for a virtual
congress. There were
two recording locations, one in London
and one in Mannheim, Germany, with both speakers on
stage and others contributing and presenting remotely. All
in all, it was a very successful congress with the highest
number of participating countries ever in the history of the
seminar.
Nonetheless, sugar beet farmers in southern Germany are
still suffering under adverse economic conditions of the
sector, which were triggered by the end of the quota sys-

tem in Europe and the resulting drop in sugar prices in Europe. In the meanwhile, sugar prices in Europe have rebounded; however, this came at a cost with declining beet
acreage and poor harvest results across most of Europe. In
addition, South German growers are currently facing other
significant challenges in beet cultivation. Unlike many EU
competitors, German growers do not receive any coupled
direct payments. Above all, unlike almost the rest of European sugar beet growers (according to current information), they are not allowed to use neonicotinoids. These
insecticides are used as a seed treatment to protect beets
in their juvenile stage, the most critical phase after rising,
from insects. As a result, our beets are attacked by aphids
that transmit yellowing viruses which can lead to significant
yield losses. In addition, there is a previously unknown disease in Germany, SBR, which is transmitted by cicadas and
leads to a low sugar content. These diseases and the persistent drought have led to unsatisfying harvest results in
many regions in southern Germany for the last three years.
In the long run, farmers might find it more attractive to cultivate other crops and their willingness to grow sugar beets
may decrease.
Despite the currently difficult situation, we are still confident that with fair and competitive conditions; in the future
we will be able to produce sugar beets for the European
market successfully in southern Germany.
Dr. Paul-Martin Pfeuffer, Vice-Manager

VSZ (Verband Süddeutscher Zuckerrübenanbauer, South Germany)

Picture on the left: Dr. Fred Zeller (chairman of the ISO- congress 2020)
and Dr. Niels Pörksen (Südzucker CEO) both live in Mannheim (top) and
online (bottom).

Picture above: diseased beet - in practice it is difficult to distinguish
whether SBR, yellowing viruses or drought.
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