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Editorial

It seems that around the
world, little by little, we
are entering a convalescence period. Obviously,
the world is still shocked
by this unprecedented
event. And it could still be
a long time before complete recovery.

New study available for
members:

“Covid-19: impact on the
sugar market”

For us, one of the most
concrete effects was that
we could not see each
other! Indeed, as I write
these words, we should all be together in Germany
for our annual Congress. This meeting had to be cancelled for sanitary reasons, and we all regret it! We
will have to wait until 23rd November to be together
in London. And don’t forget next year’s meeting in
Australia!
Another effect for us is on prices. It will take a little
more time before it is felt concretely by us, growers,
but when we see the effect on the sugar price, we
can imagine how painful it will be. Because the drop
was violent. I would also like to add that this drop is
quite unfair, regarding the world balance! Over the
last few days, it seems that prices are gradually improving… Let’s hope it is the beginning of a recovery…
But the difficult days are not totally behind us. Governments and partners must understand that some
of us will need to be supported to remain in the
game. We need to build now what is needed for tomorrow, and we have to explain this to our partners!
Because we all know that we often harvest long after
we sow!

Next WABCG meeting:
23 November in London

(United Kingdom)

Eduardo Romão,
President WABCG
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News from Nicaragua

I want to greet all our esteemed sugar cane and beet
grower friends, wishing them health with their families and collaborators in these times of worldwide
health crisis.
Recently, on May 9, the harvest was finished for the
producers of our association (Aprico). The results
both in the field and in the factory were affected by
a poor distribution of rainfall and by high temperatures greater than 36 degrees Celsius.
TABLE OF RESULTS ZAFRAS 2018-2019
AND 2019-2020

2019-2020 harvest the price was $ 24.24 / tm of
cane, which represents an increase of 1.24%.
I found it important to comment on the document prepared by WABCG on the Impact that Covid-19 has produced in the Sugar Market:
"Raw sugar lost a third of its
value in 2 months". Many of
us expected better prices
for the 2019-2020 cycle.
WABCG Secretariat also
commented that "The Brazilian real lost 30% from
January 1 and even 48% of its value
in one year" and to complete the
worrying situation, WABCG Secretariat tells us in the same study: "The
value of oil in May it is a third of its
value in January and has reached the
minimum in 17 years”.
Unfortunately, it leads us to a very
low price overview that producers
could only overcome with efficiency
and greater productivity. For this
next harvest we expect a better winter and to improve agricultural and
industrial yields.

As we can see we obtained Field production similar
to last year, but with a drastic reduction in sugar extraction.
We have had two consecutive winters (which is the
rainy season) with poor rainfall distributions.
The price for producers who deliver their sugarcane
to Ingenio San Antonio improved from $ 22.11 dollars / tm of sugarcane in the 2018/2019 harvest at $
24.66 dollars / mt, in the 2019/2020 harvest, which
represents an increase of 10.34%, and in the Monte
Rosa sugar mill The price to producers in the 20182019 harvest was $ 23.94 / tm of cane and in the

Los Ingenios is having problems with
the Covid-19 with the personnel
working in the field, since daily, before starting work, they have to
carry out check-ups and send home the worker who
has a fever or any abnormal symptom. Factory and
workshop areas are also affected having to reduce
maintenance personnel resulting in slower and more
costly operation than usual.
Given the reality that we are living we should not be
discouraged but rather trust that with the help of
God and our effort we can get ahead.
Jose Antonio Mayorga Sirera, President
Asociación de Productores Privados de Caña de Azùcar de Occidente
(APRICO), Nicaragua
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News from Netherlands

The Netherlands is a small country located in the
Northwestern part of Europe.
The average sowing
date this year was
April 7, one day later
than in 2019, and
equal to the long
term average. We
had a very wet winter season and April
was relatively warm,
sunny and very dry.
May was also very dry. The rainfall deficit is historic
high (160 mm). The growing development of the
beets is very irregular and overall a little under average. The sowing season is characterized by issues in
the emergence of the plants, due to drought and
wind. There is a very early damage by soil insects and
aphids due to the abolishment of neonics. Since seed
coating with this type of insecticides is no longer
available in The Netherlands, it is very difficult to
keep the crop healthy. We expect an under-average
sugar yield of about 13,9 ton sugar/ha. The reliability
of this figure is still very provisional.
The weather in The Netherlands was like in a large
part of Europe, too dry for the sugar beet crop in
2019. Most growing regions, moreover, did not receive sufficient rainfall until too late in the season.
From the end of September more than average rainfall occurred. Harvesting conditions were therefore
difficult, the sugar content was lower and the
amount of tare soil was high. The quality of the beet
was far from perfect. The sugar yield ultimately came
to 13.7 tons per hectare in the Netherlands. The Dinteloord and Vierverlaten factories processed 6.8 million tons of sugar beet into 1.1 million tons of beet
sugar.
Most arable farmers in our country grow sugar beet.
All sugar beet in the Netherlands are processed by
Royal Cosun, a cooperative of sugar beet growers.
Royal Cosun has about 9000 members, all beet growers. Usually a farmer grows sugar beet every four to
six year. Other crops in the rotation are potatoes,
wheat, onions, barley and various vegetables.

We expect that the coming campaign will last from
mid of September to beginning of January. This is
considered a relatively short campaign due to a low
contracted area of 83.500ha. Cosun has two sugar
mills, each with an average processing capacity of
28.000 ton/day.
The effect of the corona crisis for arable farmers in
The Netherlands can be summarized as follows. An
unexpected renewed pressure on the sugar price, a
collapse of the frites market with a significate surplus
of potatoes, an emergency purchase scheme and a
(potential) dramatic impact on the Cosun result.
Maarten Boudesteijn, Secretary to the Board
Royal Cosun, The Netherlands

Soil insects and aphids

Issues in the emergence of the plants
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