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Editorial 
This month again, sugar values stayed at a four year-
high. Good news for all of us, but none of us knows if 
this will last. We have learnt over the past few years 
how bumpy markets are! 
The real question for us growers, is now: will we 
around the world benefit from this rise? And I know 
how different the situation on that topic is in the 

world, depending on 
local situations. All 
kind of examples can 
be found: some do-
mestic markets are 
not directly linked to 
the world market, 
but others are di-
rectly submitted to 
those markets. 
Some growers 
around the world 
succeeded in allow-
ing growers to di-
rectly hedge their 
cane or beet value 
on sugar futures, but 

others are much less informed about the way the 
price of beet and cane is fixed. 
Whatever the situation is, world market levels now al-
low sugar factories to cover part of their risk, and al-
low them to face the near future in a better mood 
than last year. For our industries to be sustainable, 
this better mood has to be spread amongst our grow-
ers. The response is, of course, directly linked to the 
level of confidence within the trade.  
And the situation nowadays will be a good test to 
measure this confidence. I am convinced that it is a 
key for success and sustainability! Now that markets 
can be seen with more hope than before, let’s evalu-
ate our local strengths: have we locally succeeded in 
building a strong partnership within the trade, in or-
der to benefit from the market rise, or what should 
we do to go further? The situation is a good oppor-
tunity to try such self-assessment! 
 

Eduardo Romão, President  
WABCG 

 
News from North Germany  
North German sugar beet growers look back – despite 
Covid-19 – on a successful sugar beet season.  Sugar 
beets were mainly sown from mid of March to end of 
April. After a difficult start under dry conditions, con-
tinuous rainfalls from August until beginning of har-
vest let the yields increase. Leaf diseases had to be 
treated more than usually and spots of virus yellows 
was observed in certain areas. Therefore 2020 cam-
paign closed better than expected with an average 
beet yield of 74 tonnes per hectare and a sugar con-
tent of 18.1 percent. The yields of organic sugar beets 
had a wide range with an average beet yield of 43 
tonnes per hectare and a sugar content of 17.3 per-
cent. Due to political aims, consumer behavior and re-
strictions in plant protection, organic sugar becomes 
more attractive. So, in North Germany the number of 
organic farmers which want to grow sugar beet has 
been almost doubled in comparison to 2019. Due to 
the market development different sugar specialties 
(e. g. preserving sugar, powdered sugar) were now 
available in organic quality from local sugar beet pro-
duction.  
Warm weather conditions and the absence of neonic 
treated sugar beet seed (due to neonicotinoid ban 
since 2018) lead in some regions to the occurrence of 
virus yellows caused by aphids. Until alternative solu-
tions would be available, intensive lobbying of our 
sugar sector for emergency approval of seed treat-
ment from 2021 provoke, that in some regions of 
North Germany beet growers may use neonic treated 
sugar beet seed – of course with high restrictions – for 
seeding in spring. Now we are just before the seeding 
session. In the beginning of February, we had up to 30 
cm snow and a cold snap with degrees of minus 20° 
Celsius for one week. We hope that the frosty 
weather conditions would have decimated pests and 
so help containing virus yellows for the 2021 growing 
season. 
Nevertheless, there are more intensive beet monitor-
ing for pests planed as well as increasing activities on 
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mechanical weed control due to less availability of 
chemical herbicides.  
Intensive breeding activities for developing new vari-
eties with special resistance and tolerance against leaf 
spots and virus infections will also go on. Research 
and development are also established with robotics 
and laser technology especially to reduce labor costs 
in organic beet farming.  
Due to the Covid-19-pandemic in 2020 until now 
there were nearly no physical meetings possible. Con-
sequently, more digital activities via audio and video 
conferences among growers, factories and growers’ 
associations has been held. In February we could wel-
come around 1,900 of our 6000 members to the very 
first season of online winter meetings. Further online 
meetings with special topics will follow this year. Alt-
hough we learned what online communication can af-
ford, we hope that we will see each other in person 
on field days and trade fairs as soon as the Covid-19 
situation will allow it.  
 
Stay healthy! 
 
 

Dr. Heinrich-Hubertus Helmke, General Secretary 
Dachverband Norddeutscher Zuckerrübenanbauer (DNZ),  

North Germany 
 
 

 
The Covid-19 virus leads to more online communication:  
in “shut down February” Dr Heinrich-Hubertus Helmke 

(General Secretary of DNZ) moderates the common online 
winter meetings of Nordzucker and DNZ. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Due to less availability of chemical herbicides, robots could 

help controlling weed by mechanical pick technique. 
(photo taken before Covid-19). 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Modern mechanical pick technique will help to control 
weed, which is important for organic and traditional sugar 

beet growers as well due to less availability of chemical 
herbicides. 
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News from Denmark  
The beet campaign 2020 ended the 9th February 2021 
which made 2020 the longest running campaign ever 
– except for the very first year 
with sugar production in Den-
mark in 1872 where they had 
difficulties with the new build 
sugar factory. 
One of our two sugar facto-
ries, the one in Nakskov, had 
to be closed down for the sea-
son already the 5th of January 
2021 which forced the second 
factory to run a very long 
campaign. This was due to 
our national legislation re-
garding climate and environ-
ment. We are here facing 
stronger demands on CO2 emission, where Denmark 
has a political agreement to reduce the emission of 
greenhouse gasses by 70 % in 2030 compared to the 
level in 1990. 
It affects the sugar factories which have a high energy 
consumption and among the companies with the 
highest CO2 emission in Denmark. The factory in Nak-
skov was about to exceed their maximum permission 
for CO2 emission and had for that reason to close early 
for the season. 
The permission is getting stricter the coming years 
and within a few years it would not be possible for any 
of two sugar factories to continue with there present 
use of heavy fuel and coal as energy source. 
Something had to be done and it was very good news 
when our government about a month ago informed 
that the existing pipe system for natural gas in Den-
mark will be extended to the two large islands in the 
south part of Denmark where the two sugar factories 
are situated. For some reason the two islands were 
not included when it was established back in the 
1980th and 1990th.  
It will not only secure the sugar factories for the future 
but also benefit other local companies in the area. 

Natural gas is a much more environmentally friendly 
energy source, and as an important part of the project 
there will be build two large biogas plants on the is-

lands. They will produce 
enough biogas during the 
year to provide the two sugar 
factories with gas, but during 
the beet campaign it will not 
be sufficient on a daily basis. 
So, during the beet campaign 
when the sugar factories are 
running there will be supply 
of natural gas from the main-
land and outside the cam-
paign the biogas plants will 
send biogas the other way in 
the gas pipe. In many ways’ 
good news for both the sugar 

production in Denmark and for the environment. 
Otherwise I can mention that we have had a good 
2020 season with the second-best beet yield ever. We 
had good weather conditions in the autumn, so beet 
lifting went quite easy, and we were lucky with cold 
temperatures close to zero degrees in January, so the 
beet stayed well in the clamps until the end of the 
campaign. We are now looking into the coming sea-
son, where we can expect the first beet to be drilled 
within a few weeks unless winter returns or to much 
rain delay the start. For the moment I looks like an 
early start in the second half of March. 
 

Troels FRANDSEN, President  
Danske Sukkerroedyrkere, Denmark 

Save the dates! 
 

Virtual Australia: 
Monday, 7 June 2021: ‘Around the World’ 

Monday, 14 June 2021: ‘The Australian sugar sector’ 
Monday, 21 June 2021: ‘Private session’ 

 

WABCG meeting, London (UK) 
Monday, 22 November 2021 


