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News from WABCG                              OCTOBER 2021 
 
Editorial 
Dear members of WABCG, I want to say a huge ‘thank 
you’ to you all! This month, representatives from 27 
member associations met 
virtually to read together 
the results of the quality 
survey we conducted re-
garding our association. 

And I am proud to be the 
President of a structure 
which received a mark of 
8.7/10 from its members! 
Thank you for the recog-
nition of the work that is 
done, but let me tell you 
again that this is thanks to 
you, to the commitments you make by being part of 
this cane and beet family! 

Our next meeting is next month. We will have our tra-
ditional WABCG/ISO consultation.  

I am so pleased that this consultation will happen 
again this year: it is important for us, growers, to 
share our views with the International Sugar Organi-
zation. ISO is the intergovernmental body represent-
ing governments of countries that produce, alto-
gether, almost 90 % of the world sugar production. 
And this year, its Economists will give us their views 
on major topics such as climate change, market and 
the effect of sugar taxes around the world. This meet-
ing will be held virtually on Monday 15th November. 
One week before that (8th November), we will have 
our ‘Around the World Session’, which is followed 
more and more, even outside WABCG. If you have not 
registered yet, do it quickly! 

Thus, once again: thank you, and see you soon! 

 
Eduardo Romão, President  

WABCG 
 
 
 
 

News from Sudan 
 
The current year witnessed an important develop-
ments on the political and economic front for the 
country. No doubts these developments has brought 
new challenges and opportunities for the sugar indus-
try! 

As the country’s sugar industry 
is set to start the new  harvest-
ing season 2021/2022 the na-
tional industry remains under 
pressure due to dumped mar-
ket with imported sugar and 
disruption caused by the 
COVID 19 pandemic. This has 
impacted the industry supply 
chain in the areas of some im-
portant materials inputs, whereas the exceptional 
regulations has shed on the international trade flow 
coupled with the government’s new Macro-economic 
policies and decisions as part of the economic reforms 
to embrace the critical economic crisis through the 
“Economic Adjustment Programme” .  

This program is supported by the World Bank and In-
ternational Monetary Fund jointly.  The main features 
of these policies are liberalization of the forex market 
this has resulted in high inflation rates, liberalization 
of fuel prices. 

These reforms are recommended by the donors and 
the leading international financial institution to sup-
port the “Sudan’s peaceful transitional to democracy 
and civil government“ target by 2024 to go for free 
parliamentary elections.  

On other hand the president of the World Bank Mr. 
David Malpass visited Sudan –Khartoum last 29th Sep-
tember 2021 in two days visit. This is the first visit of 
the World Bank president to the country in the last 50 
years. During his visit he delivered a virtual address to 
the annual meetings of the financial institutions and 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and then pro-
ceed in meeting with the Prime Minister and the Head 
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of the State. The main agendas 
discussed the economic reforms 
progress and support of Sudan in 
its efforts to benefit from 
the heavily indebted poor coun-
tries initiative (HIPC).  

All these developments came af-
ter one month following the Min-
isterial decree of formulation of 
the National Sugar Board under 
the chairmanship of the Min-
ister of Industry and depu-
tized by the Managing Direc-
tor of Kenana Sugar Com-
pany ltd. This board will be 
responsible of design the di-
rective policies and strate-
gies to enable the  industry 
to improve productivity and 
development of the sugar in-
dustry integrated industries 
benefiting from the indus-
try’s by-products mainly in the 
biofuels and other investment 
opportunities, in addition to re-
view and recommend the opti-
mum sugar trade and industry 
policies and regulations . 

Kenana sugar company has an-
nounced that the new harvest-
ing season 2021/2022 will com-
mence towards the end of No-
vember this year and expected 
to close by mid of May 2022 
with target production of 
300,000 metric tons of sugar. The Company is plan-
ning to launch new projects in the coming months of 
November and December 2021 in the field of biofuel 
and compost and poultry new expansion beside the 
live bulls fattening project. 

These projects target the local markets and export 
markets beside the sugar business which remains the 
core business of the company. 

 

These projects came as part of the 
company diversification of invest-
ment plan and developing new 
sources of revenue to minimize the 
risk of the commodity market fluc-
tuations and to maintain sustaina-
ble growth in long term. 

The New projects address the sus-
tainability issues  and enable the 
company to integrate with new 

market’s needs. 

The company target is to scale 
up the current ethanol plant ca-
pacity to reach 60 million /liters 
of ethanol instead of the cur-
rent production of 35 million /li-
ters. The new expansion will 
bold a new project of produc-
tion of organic fertilizer produc-
tion unit with total design ca-
pacity of 200,000 tons designed 

to use the “filter-cake “ and poul-
try and live bulls manure as main 
inputs for the new compost pro-
duction. Around 50% of the new 
compost will be consumed by Ke-
nana own poultry and live bulls 
fattening farms. 

Also, a new bio-gas unit is under 
implementation and expected to 
produce the factory own power 
and energy and on the same time 
to achieve the company zero 
waste goal.  

 

 

Hassan H. Erwa, Sales and Marketing - General Manager 
Kenana Sugar Company Limited, Sudan 
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News from Germany (Rhineland) 
Similar to the previous year, the beet campaign in the 
Rhenish beet-growing area started comparatively late 
again in 2021. The sugar factory in Jülich started beet 
processing on September 27th and the plants in 
Euskirchen and Appeldorn 
on October 4th. The rea-
sons for this are complex. 
Most important is the sig-
nificant reduction of beet 
area in 2020, which con-
tinues to have an effect in 
2021. This year's five per-
cent increase in beet area 
compared to 2020 is grati-
fying but cannot compensate for the decline of 
around 17% from the previous year. Therefore, there 
was an agreement between the Rhenish beet grow-
ers' association (RRV) and the sugar company Pfeifer 
& Langen that beet should be left to grow for as long 
as possible.  

Average beet and sugar yields across the whole Rhen-
ish beet growing region are expected to be only 
slightly above those of 2020, even if the water supply 
was consistently better this year and the summer 
temperatures were more moderate. The coolness in 
spring, the below-average solar radiation in the sum-
mer months and the sometimes excessive moisture 
limited growth in 2021. The yield level is relatively ho-
mogeneous across the association’s area this year. 
That is positive, because another bad year would have 
increasingly called beet cultivation into question in re-
gions with insecure water supplies. However, we ex-
pect yields between 75 and 85 t / ha everywhere. 
Since the market prices for sugar, and thus also the 
beet prices, have stabilized at the moment, beet 
growers are starting the beet campaign with confi-
dence. 

The sugar content will be below average due to the 
weather. However, we still hope for growth in the 
coming sunny early autumn days. The infestation with 
beet yellows virus is significantly lower in 2021, but 
not completely suppressed. The reasons for this are 
on the one hand the emergency authorisation of ne-
onicotinoid seed treatment, which helped to reduce 

virus-transmitting aphids, and on the other hand in 
the unfavorable spring weather for aphid reproduc-
tion. In 2020, about 90% of the Rhenish beet fields 
showed infestation with beet yellows virus, accompa-
nied by in some cases by considerable yield losses. 

RRV and its members look to the future with opti-
mism. The RRV has negotiated a new, modern and 
flexible contract with the sugar company Pfeifer & 
Langen, which is very convenient for beet growers. In 
addition, the advantages of sugar beet in crop rota-
tion will become more and more important in the fu-
ture. 

Dr. Peter Kasten, Managing Director 
RRV (Rhineland Beet Growers’ Association), Germany 

 

 
Essential for successful beet growing: field trials (Source: RRV) 

 

Rhenish beet growers hope for good weather conditions during beet har-
vest (Source: RRV) 
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News from Sweden 
 

Sweden have four years of experiences of the Conviso-
Smart system, thus I would like to share our 
knowledge on this tool, which allow almost 100 % 
weed control after two sprayings, including grass 
weeds and total control of weed beets. The ad-
vantages of the Conviso Smart system are many but 
there are also some disadvantages at present. 
  
What is Conviso Smart? 
In late 2017, Sweden got the world´s first registration 
of two Conviso Smart varieties (from KWS).  
The Conviso Smart system is based on two compo-
nents: 

 “Smart” sugar beet varieties, bred to be spe-
cifically tolerant to the herbicide Conviso 
One, so far mainly from KWS.  

 The herbicide Conviso One (Bayer), belonging 
to the ALS-inhibitor group, containing two ac-
tive ingredients (Foramsulfuron and Tien-
karbazon-metyl). The herbicide is both soil 
and foliar active. 
 

The system in Sweden 
The practice of the Conviso-Smart system started in 
Sweden already in 2018 with 100 hectares. Thereaf-
ter, the system has increased its market share up to 
the present year 2021, when the system is practised 
on around 12% of the total beet acreage. Varieties 
from KWS totally dominate the Swedish market for 
the Conviso system. 
 
In practice 
Briefly: spray with 0.5 l/ha of the herbicide Conviso 
One plus a small additive of Etofumesate or Fen-
medipham at the two-broad leaf stage. Repeat after 2 
– 3 weeks. This will give almost 100 % weed control, 
including most grass weeds, provided that the weeds 
are not ALS-herbicide resistant. The only weakness so 
far is Veronica spp., which is only partly controlled.  
 
Advantages 
The Conviso Smart system requires fewer herbicide 
applications than traditional herbicides. The system 
also offers the best crop safety which makes the herb-
icide application more independent of the growth 

stage and physical conditions of the beet. As a result, 
the odds for good timing of the sprayings are im-
proved compared to spraying with traditional herbi-
cides. 
 
Disadvantages 
When the Conviso Smart varieties system was intro-
duced in 2018, the yield gap to 
conventional varieties was 19 
% but new, better yielding Con-
viso Smart varieties have de-
creased the yield gap to 12 %.  
It should be noted however, 
that conventional varieties on 
fields infested with weed beets 
or other problematic weeds 
less sensitive to conventional 
herbicides may result in an 
even higher yield loss.  
 
The future 
As a result of the continuing breeding progress, the 
yield gap between the Conviso Smart varieties and 
conventional varieties will most likely continue to de-
crease. 
Judging from the Swedish variety testing, new Con-
viso Smart varieties with a narrower yield gap to con-
ventional varieties are likely to be released within a 
few years. It is my opinion, that the Conviso Smart va-
rieties will increase their market share in countries 
where the herbicide Conviso One has been approved.  
 

Anders Lindkvist, General Secretary,  
Betodlarna (Swedish beet growers’ association), Sweden 

    
 

Save the dates! 
Virtual meetings, starting 13.00 pm London Time 

 
‘Virtual London 2021’ 

Monday 8 November: ‘Around the world session’ 
Monday 15 November: ISO Prospects 

Monday 22 November: Private session (council) 
 

Contact us to register! 


