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News from WABCG                                    APRIL 2026
EDITO 
 
Current events leave little room for respite, and 
every day brings its own share of news. Our sec-
tor is no exception, and it is surprising how heav-
ily the prices at which a farmer on one side of the 
globe buys inputs and sells produce depend on 
events on the other side of the globe. 
This is precisely why I value the association that I 
chair: it helps us to stay the course when every-

thing around us is 
changing and push-
ing us to rush into 
things.  

Let's keep our cool, 
share our thoughts 
and compare ideas. 
By sharing our 
knowledge, we can 

ensure that our actions are based on sound evi-
dence.  This is why we have just finalised a study 
exploring the feasibility of compensating growers 
for providing data relating to their farming prac-
tices. I invite you to read it so that we can com-
pare our perspectives and broaden our thinking. 
Please feel free to contact the Secretariat at any 
time: this association is yours! 

Our next meeting will be held in Helsingborg, 
Sweden, at the invitation of Betodlarna. There, 
we will have the opportunity to discuss our chal-
lenges and issues once again.  

We have already received registrations from 48 
of you, spanning 17 countries. A reminder to 
those who have not yet registered: there is still 
time! 

 
 

Owen Menkens, President  
WABCG 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Next WABCG meeting 
16-18 June 2026 

Helsingborg, Sweden 
 

 

A new study from WABCG 
 

 
 

Agricultural data: 
towards a new source of value for 

growers? 
 

 
 

The issue of ‘agricultural data’ and its own-
ership is being raised: should growers be 
compensated when they provide data relating 
to their farming practices? To explore this is-
sue, the WABCG has surveyed the practices 
of 16 of its member associations – and here 
are the results! 

 
Ask the Secretariat to receive a copy! 



 

    2 
 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 37 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  

News from Japan 
Sugar beet cultivation in Japan is conducted ex-
clusively in Hokkaido. In recent years, however, 
the progression of climate warming has led to an 
increase in the immigration of long-distance mi-
gratory insect pests, resulting in more severe 
crop damage. The beet webworm (Spoladea re-
curvalis) has historically migrated periodically to 
Hokkaido and has at times caused substantial 

damage. In 2025, 
however, the beet 
armyworm (Spodop-
tera exigua) was con-
firmed in Hokkaido 
for the first time. 

On Honshu, frequent 
outbreaks of this 
pest on vegetable 
crops have been re-
ported since around 
2016, and damage is 
now observed across 
almost the entire re-
gion. Consequently, 
its eventual migra-

tion to Hokkaido had been anticipated. In fact, in 
2025, damage was also confirmed in Aomori Pre-
fecture, located only approximately 20 km across 
the sea from Hokkaido. Depending on future out-
break trends on Honshu, 
there is growing concern 
that widespread infesta-
tions may also occur in 
Hokkaido. 

Control of these pests is 
challenging because the 
number of insecticides 
with high efficacy is lim-
ited due to issues related 
to insecticide susceptibil-
ity. In addition, depending 
on the timing of out-
breaks, additional control 

costs may be unavoidable. Under these circum-
stances, it is essential to establish a sustainable 
pest management system that prevents the de-
velopment of resistance, including strict adher-
ence to insecticide rotation. Continuous and 
long-term efforts in this regard will be required. 

For the 2025 sugar beet crop, yield reached 66.6 
t/ha, while sugar content was 15.6%. In recent 
years, temperatures have remained consistently 
high as a result of climate change, and the rise in 
minimum temperatures, particularly during the 
autumn period, is considered to have suppressed 
sugar accumulation. Furthermore, Cercospora, 
which tends to occur frequently under hot and 
humid conditions, is another factor contributing 
to reduced sugar content, making effective coun-
termeasures an urgent priority. 

In 2025, following the previous season, the inci-
dence of Cercospora was successfully suppressed 
through the thorough implementation of early 
control measures and an increase in the number 
of fungicide applications. Such efforts must be 
maintained and further strengthened in the fu-
ture. On the other hand, given that the impact of 
Cercospora has been mitigated to some extent 
through these control measures, it is considered 
that recent declines in sugar content are primar-
ily attributable to climate change.  

Beet armyworm : larva & adult 
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The sugar beet cultivated area in Hokkaido con-
tinues to decline due to a combination of factors, 
including rising prices of fertilizers and agrochem-
icals, increasing instability in productivity caused 
by climate change, labor shortages associated 
with an aging farming population, and the in-
creased frequency and cost of pest and disease 
control. These challenges have led to a decline in 
producers’ motivation to continue cultivation. 

 

 
 

Nevertheless, sugar is an essential staple in the 
human diet, and sugar beet is a key crop support-
ing crop rotation systems in Hokkaido agriculture. 
In addition, the sugar manufacturing industry 
plays a significant role in the regional economy. 
Against this backdrop, local communities, pro-
ducers, and the sugar industry are working col-
laboratively to secure sugar beet planting areas 
and maintain stable sugar production. 

 
Shun KUBOTA, Manager, Sugar Beet & Seed Section 

HOKUREN Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives, Japan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Belgium 
The year 2025 will be remembered in Belgium as 
exceptional for sugar beet cultivation. Ideal 
weather and soil conditions, strong varieties, and 
advanced farming techniques resulted in historic 
yields and remarkably stable and high sugar con-
tent. For both growers and processors, this rec-
ord year offered a rare moment of relief in a con-
text marked by rising costs and increasing market 
volatility. Record year 2025 showed us the poten-
tial of sugar beet varieties: high yields (up to 130 
tonnes/ha) and average high sugar content well 
above 18%. That is promising for the future, to 
produce sugar even more efficiently.  

Yet while 2025 showcased the sector’s resilience 
and potential, 
2026 marks a 
sharp turning 
point. Belgian 
sugar beet grow-
ers now face one 
of the most signifi-
cant structural ad-
justments in re-
cent decades: a 
mandatory 25% 
reduction for Raf-
finerie Tirlemon-
toise growers. This measure, lets’s hope for just 
one year, driven by market pressure, contractual 
constraints, and industrial and storage capacity 
consideration, has immediate consequences for 
crop planning, farm profitability, and interprofes-
sional dynamics. RT, part of the German 
Südzucker group, stands for 2/3 of the Belgian 
sugar production. At the second belgian proces-
sor, Iscal Sugar, sowing is requested to be "mod-
erate," without the obligation of imposed nega-
tive percentages on the growers. The sugar sales 
of the family-owned processor Iscal are situated 
primarily on the domestic market, meaning they 
experience fewer problems caused by the turbu-
lent global market. 
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The extraordinary yields of 2025 raised expectations 
across the sector, but it is clear that such performance 
cannot be considered the new baseline, thoug it 
might be our new goal. The area reduction imposed 
for 2026 forces many 
farmers to rethink their 
rotations and seek al-
ternative crops in mar-
kets that are them-
selves under pressure. 
Potatoes, flax, and veg-
etables are not an op-
tion for these growers. 
Those markets are also 
struggling, and the mar-
ket disruption caused 
by geopolitical develop-
ments is being felt right 
down to our fields. It 
seems corn and fallow 
land are an option… 

For the processing industry in Belgium, lower volumes 
also pose challenges in terms of efficiency and com-
petitiveness. Maintaining the delicate balance be-
tween sufficient supply and economic viability be-
comes increasingly complex, reinforcing the need for 
stable long-term agreements. 

For many arable farmers in the southern part of Bel-
gium, the RT-region, the reduction means that sugar 
beet, traditionally a stable and technically rewarding 
crop, temporarily loses ground in the cropping plan. 
The key question becomes how the sector can stabi-
lise or lift the area in the medium term without under-
mining growers’ economic resilience. 

Belgium has a long tradition of strong interprofes-
sional negotiation and cooperation, but 2026 puts this 
model to the test. The area reduction, combined with 
geopolitical uncertainty and logistical disruptions, in-
creased tension between our growers’ organisation in 
the RT-region and the processor. Despite the difficult 
situation regarding acreage reduction, both parties 
quickly came together around the table to look to-
wards the future. The growers want to contribute to 
the maximum preservation of cultivation in Belgium, 
knowing that we are situated in the middle of the 
"beet belt" in Europe and that we are also in the heart 
of the European consumer market. Add to that our 

very fertile soil and the expertise of the growers, and 
you know that it is best to preserve Belgian sugar beet 
cultivation to produce, process, and commercialize ef-
ficiently. The "all-time record year" 2025 has already 

shown us the way in 
terms of cultivation and 
production. 

In this environment, 
three elements become 
essential for us, CBB: 
 Transparency regard-
ing market outlooks, 
contract conditions, 
and risk factors 
 Balanced agreements 
that safeguard both in-
dustrial continuity and 
farm viability 
 Strengthened open 
communication to 

maintain trust during this period of unavoida-
ble strain 

Enhanced precision agriculture, new varieties with 
improved tolerance to drought and disease, and en-
hanced soil and water management strategies will 
continue to shape competitiveness in the Belgian 
beetsector in the coming years. 

At the same time, diversification is gaining im-
portance. Sugar beet is a highly circular crop with ap-
plications in food, feed, bioenergy, bioplastics. This 
versatility offers opportunities to position the sector 
as a strategic contributor to the broader bio-based 
economy. 

In a wrap, 2025 demonstrated the strength and po-
tential of Belgian sugar beet production. 2026 de-
mands realism, adaptability, and strong interprofes-
sional cooperation. The mandatory 25% area reduc-
tion at RT represents a major challenge, yet also an 
opportunity to rethink and reinforce the sector. By 
investing in innovation, transparency, and sustaina-
ble relationships, Belgium will continue to play a reli-
able and forward-looking role within the European 
and global beet and cane growers’ community. 

 
Hendrik VANDAMME, President,  

CBB - Confédération des Betteraviers Belges, Belgium  


